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Some sixty years afterwards Turkey found herself once
more involved in war with Austria. The Sultan's army
was completely routed by inferior Austrian forces (1664).
This defeat instilled in the Turks a lasting respect for
their neighbours ; and successive English ambassadors
commented, with intelligible envy, on the preferential
treatment accorded to their Imperial colleague.x Before
the end of the seventeenth century an effort was made
by the ambitious Grand Vizier Kara-Mustafa to reverse
the terms.

Such were still the resources of the Ottoman Empire
that, after a twenty-four years' war with Venice for the
possession of Crete (1645-1669), followed by a five years'
war with Poland (1671-1676), Kara-Mustafa was able
to lead an army of about half a million men against
Vienna, with the Imperial Resident de Khuniz in his
train. The Grand Vizier's schemes were as vast as his
forces. He dreamed of a new Turkish province extend-
ing from the Danube to the Rhine, with himself as its
ruler under the nominal suzerainty of the Grand Signor.
His ability, however, fell far short of his imagination and
his means. This second siege of the Austrian capital
(1683) began under the most auspicious omens for the
invaders. The Emperor Leopold, at the approach of
the enemy, fled with his Court and did not stop to take
breath till he reached Bavaria. The Viennese aristo-
cracy loyally followed upon the Kaiser's panic-winged
heels; but, unable to emulate his fleetness, many of
them fell into the hands of the Turks, who, cruel to the
brave, had no pity for cowards. The burghers, deserted
by their noble leaders, proceeded to shame them. Men
and women went to work to repair and defend the forti-
fications, and with wonderful spirit endured all the priva-
1 See Ricaut, 55 ; Porter, 140.